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•

Badminton Language 
for Learning: 
Fault Footwork

Clear Smash

Baseline Let

Racket Decision

Service line

Shuttlecock

Outwitting opponents

Short serve Strong leg forward. Racket in front of stomach. Shuttle pinched. 
Shuttle should land near the service line.

Long serve Stand side on. Weakest leg forward. Shuttle pinched. Swing up and 
follow through. Shuttle should land before the back tramlines.

Flick serve Set up the same as a short serve. Follow through powerfully with a 
flick.  Shuttle should land before the back tramlines.

Overhead 
clear

Body side on. Nike tick stance. Racket high. Contact the shuttle at 
the highest point.  Follow though. Shuttle should land in the back 
tramlines.

Underarm 
clear 

Body side on. Racket low. Make contact with the shuttle low. Swing 
upwards and forwards. Follow through.  Shuttle should land in the 
back tramlines.

Drop shot Body side on. Racket high. Contact the shuttle at the highest point. 
Gently tap the shuttle. Racket angled downwards. Shuttle should 
land between the net and the service line.

Smash 
shot

Body side on. Racket high. Contact shuttle at head height. Come 
over the shuttle and hit the shuttle downwards with power. Follow 
through. Shuttle should have a downwards trajectory.
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