Revolution + technology: Did the Industrial Revolution only create ‘horrors’ for people?

Background information

. The industrial revolution happened in Britain
after 1750. It was a period categorised by the growth of fac-
tories which relied on new machines to operate but also in
dramatic changes to society itself.

. Industry became more productive—a machine could do
the work of many people.

. Towns and cities grew rapidly as people moved here to
work in newly built factories.

Key knowledge 1: What caused the Industrial Revolution?

A number of factors worked in Britain's favour including access to: raw
materials such as coal and iron, a growing population, new inventions
and entrepreneurs setting up factories.

Britain also had access to a vast Empire—it was able to take raw
materials such as cotton from its Empire which could then be turned
into clothing and sold at higher prices. The Empire also provided
people to work in factories, on farms and in gathering materials.

Key knowledge 2: What social changes happened within Britain?
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Movement from countryside to towns and cities.

New employment in factories—including for small children.

Rise of protest movements including the Luddites and the Swing
movement—angry that people lost jobs because machines and
factories could produce more than a person.

Rapid growth of towns and cities meant that housing was built
quickly and poorly.

Rise in disease—particularly cholera in towns and cities as
sanitation was poor.

Key knowledge 3: What inventions/projects did the Industrial Revolution bring?

Steam engine allows factories to be built that are powered—able
to use large machines which produce items faster than people.
Trains are developed allowing material to be transported quickly.
The government begins to actively be involved in public health—
Public Health Act of 1848 (Edwin Chadwick), London Sewers by Jo-
seph Bazalgette in 1866, funding Edward Jenner's Smallpox vac-
cinations.




